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Welcome
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As a parent myself, I have first-hand experience of the sort of conversations which will 

be happening between parents/carers and their children as subject choices for Key 

Stage 4 are being discussed. 

Unsurprisingly, most children in Year 9 don’t have a set career plan carefully mapped-

out. Many will be able to tell us what subjects they like best and which subject they 

definitely want to ‘drop’, but they may struggle to add any more detail than that at this 

stage. It is therefore really important that schools provide as much information as 

possible, in a format that makes sense, for students and their parents/carers as we 

reach the point where decisions have to be made. 

Every young person is unique - each with different interests, strengths and goals. 

Students are generally more successful and have greater levels of motivation and self-

esteem when they are able to benefit from a curriculum that best suits their needs. We 

have therefore continued to invest in and provide a broad curriculum, and offer 

students a range of different options. Our philosophy has never been a ‘one size fits all’ 

approach. 

Whilst our curriculum remains broad we do have to be aware that, given the continued 

financial pressure on schools, we cannot have unrealistically small class sizes. In a few 

cases therefore it will be necessary to make compromises. Where compromises are 

required, we will communicate with and involve individual students and their 

parents/carers. 

One of the benefits of being a small school is that the staff who will be advising each 

student will know them well. Staff will happily discuss options or answer specific 

questions that may arise. Our aim is to offer the best advice and guide each student to 

make sensible choices. 

I hope you find the information in this booklet to be helpful. Please remember that we 

do not have to make final decisions about option choices straight away. Try to gather 

as much information as you can about the various subjects; be open to new ideas and 

keep the conversation going.

Mr R Hoben

Senior Leader for Ebacc and PSHE



Terminology
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Core
These are the compulsory subjects: English, Maths, Science, 

PE and PD

Level 1 GCSE grades 3-1 or equivalent, Level 1 distinction etc.

Level 2

GCSE grades 9-4 or equivalent

With grades 5+ being classed as strong pass grades Level 2 

distinction etc.

Level 3 ‘A’ Level Grade A*-E or equivalent

GCSE

A course graded 9-1. These are assessed mainly or solely by 

examination.  (See individual subject guides for further 

information)

BTEC Technical 

Award / OCR 

National

Vocational qualifications, graded 

pass/merit/distinction/distinction*, and equivalent to a 

GCSE. Larger portfolio/coursework based elements, with 

some assessment by exam. Designed to equip students with 

applied knowledge and associated with practical skills; 

closely aligned with the world of work.

Facilitating 

Subjects

The facilitating subjects are: Maths, English, Sciences, 

Geography, History and Modern Foreign Languages. 

Ebacc or English 

Baccalaureate

For students to study the full Ebacc they must take GCSEs in 

Maths, English, Science, History or Geography and a 

modern Foreign Language.



Qualifications
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Vocational

In addition to GCSEs, students also have the 
opportunity to study a range of subjects often 
referred to as vocational qualifications e.g. BTEC 
qualifications. Vocational qualifications were 
initially reformed in 2017 and again for some 
subjects in 2021. These qualifications contain 
examinations in both Year 10 and Year 11 with 
more of an emphasis on coursework which is 
assessed throughout the duration of the two-
year course. They are robust and challenging 
qualifications that sit well alongside our GCSE 
subjects, enabling students to progress into Post-
16 education, college, apprenticeships or 
training. The courses have been carefully chosen, 
are equivalent to GCSE and could lead to 
employment opportunities or progression to 
Level 3 or A-Level equivalent courses at Post 16.

There are a variety of vocational subjects offered 
to students at Parkside Community School, such 
as health and social care, BTEC sport, and 
creative iMedia.

English Baccalaureate (Ebacc)

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is not a qualification in itself. It is a particular 

group of GCSE subjects usually looked on favourably by Universities.

The EBacc recognises the success of those young people who attain GCSEs at grades 

9-4 across a core of academic subjects - English, Mathematics, Geography or 

History, the Sciences and a Language. To fulfil the EBacc, you would need 9-4 in 

English, Mathematics, two Sciences, a Humanities subject and a Language. To 

achieve the Science element of EBacc, you need to be examined in either Combined 

Science or three of the Separate Sciences: Biology, Chemistry and Physics and 

achieve 9-4 in two of these subjects. 

You do not need to have studied all of these subjects to go to university but having 

your GCSE mix steered towards the English Baccalaureate subjects will help to keep 

your options open. 



Guided Choices
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This booklet is designed to help 

students and parents/carers, in 

consultation with teachers, to create a 

Key Stage 4 curriculum that will best 

suit the needs of each student. We hope 

that the subjects available will enable 

students to choose a set of courses that 

they will enjoy and in which they will be 

successful.

We have taken the following into 

account when designing this curriculum:

• The importance of gaining a range of 

GCSEs including English, Maths and 

Science

• Allowing students as much choice as 

possible whilst maintaining a 

balanced and appropriate curriculum

• Current Government policy and 

advice on the English Baccalaureate 

subjects

• The future needs of students 

including those who will go on to 

Further and Higher Education.

The Core Curriculum
As required by the National Curriculum, 

we have ‘core’ subjects which all 

students must follow.

The compulsory core studies are as 

follows:

• English - two GCSEs, one in English 

Language and one in English 

Literature

• Mathematics - leading to one GCSE

• Science - leading to two or three 

GCSEs

• Physical Education - not examined

• Personal Development – not 

examined

Options Timeline

Attend year 9 Options Launch Assembly

26 March

Attend Y9 Celebration Evening and 

Options event

31 March 2025

Complete the Online Options form 

before the deadline

Deadline: Friday 4 April 2025

Where further guidance  and advice 

may be needed, some one-to-one 

interviews may be held  with a member 

of SLT

21 April onwards

Confirmation of  final option choices

Summer Term
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The Sciences

It is important that students are guided 

along a suitable science pathway at Key 

Stage 4. The demands of the reformed 9 

to 1 GCSEs mean fewer students might 

be considering studying the three 

separate sciences. These students are 

likely to be considering going on to 

study one or more science at A Level or 

have a deep interest in two or more of 

the subjects. If a student is considering 

studying a science degree at a Russell 

group university, taking separate science 

is more advantageous than combined 

science. 

The completion of the end of year exam 

is used to determine which students will 

be added to the two separate science 

classes in Year 10. More than half of 

students will study Combined Science (2 

x GCSE’s) during Year 10 and 11. Not all 

students who start separate science in 

Year 10, will sit the separate science 

GCSEs in their final exams. Final entry 

into the separate science GCSEs is based 

on progress and ensuring students can 

achieve the best grades possible.

Tiered Exams 

All GCSE qualifications will be examined 

at the end of the course, which will be 

the summer of your child’s Year 11. 

Tiered exams for the new 9 to 1 

reformed qualifications exams only 

apply to the subjects of Maths, Modern 

Foreign Languages (French and 

Spanish), Separate Sciences (Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics) and Combined 

Science. Foundation level will cover 

grades 1 to 5 and Higher Level will 

cover grades 4 to 9. 

Reformed Qualifications

GCSEs were reformed in 2017 and are 

now designed to be more demanding 

than their predecessors. In addition 

there is a new grading system that 

replaces the A*-G grades used 

previously - the new system will be 9 to 

1 (with 9 being the highest).

This table shows how the old and new 

grading system can be compared:



Things to Consider
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Requirement to pass GCSE English and Maths 

There are now requirements that mean all students 

who have not achieved a standard pass 9-4 GCSE in 

Maths and English by the age of 16 (end of Year 11) 

will have to continue to study towards achieving 

them as part of their 16 to 19 provision. This 

requirement is the same no matter where students 

go after Year 11, whether it be to a local Sixth Form, 

another post-16 provider, college or other training 

provider. Students are best placed to ensure they 

achieve these qualifications at the first time of asking, 

here at Parkside in Year 11. 

Examinations Structure 

All GCSEs will be ‘terminal exams’ and tested at the end of 

Year 11. Students will not have an opportunity to re-sit any 

exams or to take them early. This changes the way subjects 

will be taught as there will be a greater content of work to be 

recalled at the end of Year 11. It means that regular revision 

sessions will be required throughout the two years of study. 

There will also be a need for clear and accurate notes and 

well-presented class homework throughout Year 10 and Year 

11. Parents will be informed regularly of mock examination 

periods and times in the year when assessments will occur in 

particular subjects. These will be crucial to students’ 

preparation for, and success in, their final examinations. 

Raising of the School Participation Age 

The government decided that from 2015, all students should stay in 

some form of learning until they are 18. This does not mean that your 

son/daughter will have to stay on at school, as it is not about raising 

the school leaving age or staying on at school or college. There are a 

large range of other learning opportunities available after Year 11 

including Apprenticeships, part-time study, voluntary work and jobs 

with training. However, it does mean that even if a student does leave 

school to get a job, legally their employer must ensure that they are 

also enrolled for some kind of study. It also means that, for our Year 9 

students, they should take a long-term view of their education. 
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Informed Choices

The Russell Group previously published a list of subjects 

which can be particularly useful for students who aren’t sure 

what to study at university. These subjects are considered 

essential for many degrees and so can open lots of doors. 

Rather than give misleading generic guidance the Russell 

Group has now produced its own website called “Informed 

Choices” (www.informedchoices.ac.uk), therefore removing 

the need to publish such a list. Here you can explore the 

various degrees and subject areas you’re interested in – as 

many as you like – to build up a more personalised picture 

of the subject combinations which suit your talents and 

ambitions

Always Consider the Subject not the Teacher

We are very lucky at Parkside to have an excellent and professional team of 

teaching staff; many of whom have taught at the school for a number of 

years. While we recognise that everyone has a favourite teacher who makes 

their subject come alive; students must not simply choose a subject because 

they like the teacher. Parkside enjoys a very stable staff body, but sometimes 

teachers leave or retire and some subjects are taught by multiple staff 

members. This means we cannot guarantee a student will be in a particular 

teacher’s class for their GCSEs. Choosing a subject you enjoy, or are doing 

well in, is more important than the teacher. Equally, do not dismiss choosing a 

subject you love because you may be taught by a certain teacher. If the 

subject is vital to your plan and next steps, choose it! 

Questions you should ask yourself

• Which subjects am I good at? 

• Do I need a particular subject for a higher educational 

course or the career I have in mind? 

• Do I like practical subjects and will I organise materials for 

them? 

• Am I good at exams? 

• Which subjects do I know enough about to make a good 

choice? 

• Which subjects do I need to find out more about? 

• Have I discussed my choice(s) with my parents or carers 

and with my mentor? 

http://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/


How will I be Assessed?
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All students will be taking the General 

Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) 

examination at the end of Year 11 in all 

their GCSE subjects. All courses on offer 

lead to recognised qualifications except 

for Core PE and PD. There will not be any 

modular examinations, nor will there will 

be any opportunity to resit. 

Subject

Number of Pieces of 

Coursework/Controlled 

Assessments 

Non-Exam 

Assessment/Centre 

Assessment Task  %

Length of Written Exam Level of Entry

English Language 0 0 Paper 1: 1hr 45min (50%)

Paper 2: 1hr 45min (50%) 

One Entry 9-1

English Literature 0 0 Paper 1: 1hr 45min (40%)

Paper 2: 2hr 15min (60%) 

One Entry 9-1

Mathematics 0 0 Paper 1: 1hr 30min (1/3)

Paper 2: 1hr 30min (1/3) 

Paper 3: 1hr 30min (1/3)

Higher 9-4

Foundation 5-1

Combined Science 0 0 Paper 1: 1hr 10min (16.7%)

Paper 2: 1hr 10min (16.7%) 

Paper 3: 1hr 10min (16.7%)

Paper 4: 1hr 10min (16.7%)

Paper 5: 1hr 10min (16.7%) 

Paper 6: 1hr 10min (16.7%)

Higher 9-4

Foundation 5-1

Separate Sciences 0 0 Biology Paper 1: 1hr 45min (50%)

Biology Paper 2: 1hr 45min (50%)

Chemistry Paper 1: 1hr 45min (50%)

Chemistry Paper 2: 1hr 45min (50%)

Physics Paper 1: 1hr 45min (50%)

Physics Paper 2: 1hr 45min(50%)

One Entry 9-1

Geography 0 0 Paper 1: 1hr 45min (40%)

Paper 2: 1hr 30min (30%)

Paper 3: 1hr 30min (30%)

One Entry 9-1

History 0 0 Paper 1: 1hr  20min (1/3)

Paper 2: 1hr 50min (1/3)

Paper 3: 1hr 30min (1/3)

One Entry 9-1

Spanish 0 0 Listening—35min(F) & 45 min(H)

Speaking—30min(F) (H)

Reading– 45min(F) 1hr(H)

Writing– 1hr(F),1hr 15min(H)

Higher 9-4

Foundation 5-1

Creative iMedia 2 60% 1hr 30min (40%) Level 2 and Level 1 

Design and Technology 1 50% 2 hr (50%) One entry 9-1

BTEC Sport 2 60% 1hr  45min(40%) Level 2 and Level 1

Business 0 0 Paper 1: 1hr 30min (50%)           

Paper 2: 1hr 30min (50%) 

Level 2 and Level 1

Fine Art 1 60% Externally set task (40%) One Entry 9-1

Health & Social Care 2 60% 2hr (40%) Level 2 and Level 1

Performing Arts 2 60% Externally set task (40%) Level 2 and Level 1

Photography 1 60% Externally set task (40%) One Entry 9-1

Portfolio work, non-examination assessment, 

or coursework is an important part of 

practical subjects. Regular attendance, 

keeping to deadlines and being prepared to 

respond to feedback are essential to success. 

Portfolio work, non-examination assessment, 

or coursework can be researched, written 

and improved at home as well as in school. 
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Step 1

You will study the following COMPULSORY GCSE subjects

• English Language

• English Literature

• Mathematics

• Double Award Combined Science

• Core PE – Not examined

• Personal Development – Not examined

Step 2

You must choose ONE subject from each option block below to be your first 

choice to study next year.

You must also choose a second subject from each block to be your reserve 

subject, in case your original choice cannot be accommodated in the timetable, or 

not enough students have selected the subject.

Step 3

When students have carefully considered their choices, they should complete the 

online form before the deadline 

Deadline : Friday 4 April

Choices will be confirmed in the summer Term.

Block 1

Geography

History

Block 2

Creative iMedia
Photography

Religious Studies

Spanish

BTEC Sport

Block 3

Art

Business

Health and Social Care

Photography

Separate Sciences

Block 4

Art

Business

Creative iMedia

BTEC Sport

Technology
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Limitations on choice

Students are encouraged to study a broad and balanced choice of subjects. Our over-

riding commitment is to provide the best possible curriculum for our students so that 

they can achieve the best outcomes to prepare themselves for future life. 

Whilst we will endeavour to give students their first four choices, this will not be 

possible in all cases. Some compromise will inevitably be necessary. 

There are also physical limits to the sizes of groups we can operate and problems can 

arise where subjects are over or under subscribed. Clearly, given staffing and budget 

constraints, we are not able to run uneconomical groups. 

Should it be necessary to reconsider original choices, individual students will be 
consulted and appropriate guidance supplied. 

How will I be guided and supported in making my choices?

Students will be supported in their choice in a variety of ways:

• A GCSE/Vocation Options Launch Assembly to explain the process and answer key 

questions.

• Options 2025-2027 Booklet – This booklet includes key guidance on the options 

process and information on the subjects and qualifications on offer.

• Year 9 Celebration and Options evening where students and parents can hold in 

person discussions with subject teachers, members of the Senior Leadership team, 

careers professionals and the SEND team.

• Where a need arises, students may meet with members of the senior leadership team 

to help them to make choices that are right for them, and to guide them through the 

options process.

• Individual discussions with students, parents, carers, and teaching staff.

• A series of personal development lessons to discuss, support and guide students with 

their choices.

Can students change their mind?

We always do our best to ensure that all students’ choices can be matched but please 

bear in mind that students who submit choices after the deadline may not find it 

possible to be placed on their first choice courses. As soon as the options deadline has 

passed, work begins on timetabling. Alterations to choices may not be possible from 

this point onwards.

Once a decision has been made and a course begun, it is extremely difficult to 

make any changes. It is therefore essential that time and thought be given to 

the combinations of courses to be taken.

Where can I find the Y9 Options Form?

The form will be emailed to the school account of all Y9 students on Monday 31 

March. Alternatively, you can use the QR code displayed at parents evening.
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Where do I find the online form?

The form will be emailed to the school account of all Y9 students on Monday 31 March. 

Alternatively, you can use the QR code displayed at parents evening.

Completion guide

Following the emailed link will take you through to an online form 

where you can tell us what you would like to study next year. You 

may be required to sign in to your school account to access the 

form. 

Firstly, insert your name.

In the next four questions you must choose ONE subject from 

each option block. Think carefully before making your selection. 

These are your preferred choice of subject to study next year.

The final three questions ask you to choose ONE subject from 

each option block to be a reserve choice, just in case we are 

unable to offer you one (or more) of your first choice subjects. This 

MUST be different to your first choice subject. Do not enter the 

same subject twice for an option block. It will delay you being 

placed on a course and slow down the processing of your form.

Once you have answered each question, carefully check each of 

your responses to ensure that it matches with what you want to 

study next year. Make sure your reserve choice is different from 

your first choice. If you are happy with the choices you have made, 

submit the form by clicking on the ‘submit’ button at the bottom 

of the page.

When is the deadline for my choices?

All forms should be submitted no later than  Friday 4 April

What if I change my mind?

The options process is heavily linked to the timetabling of next year’s classes. As time 

goes on, and the timetable is set, it can be increasingly difficult to make changes. Please 

think carefully before you submit your form in the first place and speak to Mr Hoben as 

soon as possible about any changes.
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Summary of Careers Education

Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) is an essential part of 

the support we offer to students at Parkside Community School. Effective careers 

support can help to prepare young people for the opportunities, responsibilities and 

experiences of life; it can help them to make decisions and manage transitions as 

learners and workers. As options for young people become more varied and complex, 

it is vital that we support them to develop the knowledge and skills they need to make 

informed choices for their future. As a result, the careers programme has a whole-

school remit designed to complement the rest of the school curriculum. 

Raising Aspirations

We are delighted to have secured the support of the Derbyshire Education Business 

Partnership. 

Every student in Year 10 and Year 11 will receive:

• A one-on-one interview to identify an

appropriate career path.

• A Career Action plan that will state the 

specific qualifications and experiences 

needed to enter your desired profession.

• Support with applying for your Post-16 next 

destination when you finish Year 11. 

• On-demand support when visiting Post-16 destinations including colleges, 

sixth form schools, apprenticeship and/or training 

providers.    



Subject Guide
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Core Subjects

Mathematics

English Language

English Literature

Combined Science 

Core Physical Education



GCSE English Language 
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Core Subject – AQA 8700

How you will be assessed

Your assessment will take place at the end of the course when you will sit two exam papers. 

Paper 1: Reading and Writing— 1 hour and 45 minutes

Paper 2: Reading and Writing— 1 hour and 45 minutes

What can you do at the end of the course?

GCSE English Language ensures progression from Key Stage 3 National Curriculum 

requirements and provides the foundations for studying English Language at ‘A’ Level. The skills 

gained will also help you with any other course where competency in literacy is important. 

English Language is essential for all further study at post-sixteen colleges and schools with sixth 

forms; most employers will also ask you to report the grade you achieved for English Language. 

Therefore, it is essential that you fulfil your potential in your studies. 

Where can you find out further information?

Please contact Miss L Tunnell - Head of English

What you will learn 

In GCSE English Language, you will be given the 

opportunity to read a wide range of texts both 

non-fiction and fiction. You will also perfect your 

writing skills so that you can write accurately for a 

variety of purposes, audiences and formats. 

The writing skills you develop will enable you to be 

a competent and effective writer. You will build 

upon the following skills that you have studied in 

Key Stage 3: 

· adapting your language for purpose, audience and 

a range of formats; 

· choosing effective vocabulary;

· using a variety of sentence structures and 

punctuation marks accurately and for effect;

· using both persuasive and descriptive language 

techniques.

Your competence will also be developed in the following reading skills: 

· reading for meaning;

· making inferences;

· analysing writers’ language choices;

· summarising, synthesising and making thoughtful comparisons.

In addition, GCSE specifications in English Language will assess your ability to use spoken 

language and listening skills to communicate with others. This will be reported on as part of the 

qualification, but it will not form part of the final mark and grade.



GCSE English Literature 
Core Subject – AQA 8702

What you will learn 

In GCSE English Literature, you will encounter a variety of diverse texts from the 

Nineteenth, Twentieth and Twenty-First Centuries. The study of these texts will broaden 

your horizons and allow you to understand and evaluate many interesting moral 

dilemmas and viewpoints. To be successful at this course you need to be able to: 

• read a wide range of classic literature fluently and with good understanding, and 

make connections across your reading; 

• read in depth and critically evaluate so that you are able to discuss and explain your 

understanding and ideas; 

• understand the context in which different texts were written and the ideas that 

influenced the writers;

• develop the habit of reading widely and often; 

• appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage; 

• write accurately, effectively and analytically about your reading, using Standard 

English; 

• acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the grammatical terminology and 

other literary and linguistic terms you need to criticise and analyse what you read. 

How you will be assessed

Your assessment will take place at the end of the course when you will sit two exam 

papers based on a combination of extracts from the texts you have studied in class and 

unseen poems that will require you to apply the analytical skills you have learnt.

Paper 1: 19th Century Novel and Shakespeare - 1 hour 45 minutes

Paper 2: Modern texts and Poetry - 2 hours 15 minutes

What can you do at the end of the course?

Studying GCSE English Literature should encourage you to read widely for pleasure and 

is preparation for studying literature at A Level or at University. The essay writing skills 

you will learn will help you to write analytically when studying A Levels in other subjects. 

Where can you find out further information?

Please contact Miss L Tunnell  - Head of English.

17



GCSE Mathematics 
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Core Subject – OCR J560

What you will learn 

This specification is designed to be holistic, with a clear structure, and to encourage and 

motivate you. The content of our GCSE Mathematics specification has been grouped into the 

topic areas of Number, Algebra, Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change, Geometry and 

Measures, Statistics and Probability.

How you will be assessed

GCSE Mathematics is linear - this means that all the examinations are taken at the end of the 

course, at the end of Year 11. GCSE Mathematics has a Foundation Tier (grades 1—5) and a 

Higher Tier (grades 4—9). Throughout the course you will learn to:

Develop knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts, 

including:

• Number

• Algebra

• Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change

• Geometry and Measures

• Statistics

• Probability

Use your knowledge and understanding to make connections between mathematical concepts 

and apply the functional elements of mathematics in everyday and real-life situations. You must 

complete three written papers: each is worth 33.3% of the final grade.

Paper 1: Calculator paper, 1 hour 30 minutes

Paper 2: Non-calculator paper, 1 hour 30 minutes  

Paper 3: Calculator paper, 1 hour 30 minutes 

You will be assessed entirely by written examinations, which means that no coursework will be 

expected from you. The exams consist of a mix of question styles from short, single-mark 

questions to multi-step problems. The mathematical demand increases as you progress 

through the paper.

What can you do at the end of the course?

A pass in GCSE Mathematics is often vital for entrance to training for any number of 

professions or careers. It is also very valuable as a supporting subject to many courses at GCSE, 

AS and A Level and at Degree Level, especially in the Sciences: for example, Biology, Physics, 

Chemistry, Geography,  Psychology, Sociology, and medical courses.

Where can you find out further information?

Contact Mr J Havard – Head of Mathematics



GCSE Combined Science 
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Core Subject – AQA 8465

How you will be assessed

Combined Biology: Modules 1 - 6 will be delivered from Year 9 through to Year 11. Modules 

1 – 3 will be assessed at the end of Year 11 (Biology Paper 1). Modules 4 - 6 will also be 

assessed at the end of Year 11 (Biology Paper 2).

Combined Chemistry: Modules 1 - 6 will be delivered from Year 9 through to Year 11. 

Modules 1 – 3 will be assessed at the end of Year 11 (Chemistry Paper 1). Modules 4 - 6 will 

also be assessed at the end of Year 11 (Chemistry Paper 2).

Combined Physics: Modules 1 - 6 will be delivered from Year 9 through to Year 11. Modules 

1 – 3 will be assessed at the end of Year 11 (Physics Paper 1). Modules 4 - 6 will also be 

assessed at the end of Year 11 (Physics Paper 2).

Students will therefore sit a total of six examinations at the end of Year 11. The duration of 

each examination is 1 hour 10 minutes and is worth 16.6% of the Combined Science GCSE 

(X2 GCSEs).

What can you do at the end of the course?

Achieving Grade 6+ in Combined Science should allow access Level 3 Science qualifications. 

Please check with your preferred post 16 provider. 

Where can you find out further information?

Contact Mr C Banyard  - Head of Science

What you will learn 

This qualification identifies the activities and experiences 

you will come across in everyday life and links these to 

scientific ideas and their implications for society. It 

provides the opportunity to acquire the scientific skills, 

knowledge and understanding necessary for modern 

life.



Core Physical Education
Core Subject – Non-Examined
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athletics health related fitness badminton hockey

basketball netball dance rounders

rugby rowing football softball

gymnastics table tennis handball tennis

All students in Key Stage 4 are required to have core PE lessons. Classes are often mixed 

depending on the requirements of the curriculum and the student. 

For Key Stage 4 PE students, the learning process is a continuation of the activities introduced 

in Key Stage 3, but with practical tasks added. The change in emphasis to physical activity is a 

way of embedding a healthy and active lifestyle fostered in KS3, with the aim of forming a 

foundation for a life time of healthy living. In Year 10 and 11, students are taught a variety of 

team and individual activities throughout the year. Students at Key Stage 4 participate in a 

number of activities during their physical education lessons, the main ones include: 

Each sporting activity will be assessed to give an overall grade. Teachers track and monitor 

throughout. When reporting this information to parents and carers, teachers will give one 

grade that represents the average; this grade will be representative of the qualities a student 

shows across a range of disciplines. 

Year 11 core lessons include team games. The following criteria is applied:

• Students will be put into teams that are fair.

• Each team member will be given different roles to participate in for example as a coach or 

warm up leader.

• Students will take responsibility for leading their lessons.

• Teams will compete against each other in league and cup competitions in the different 

sporting disciplines; there will be game play each lesson (game play is when students 

compete in a match format, not in isolated drills).

Students have the opportunity to develop:

• learning – because they have an increased understanding of different sports. In addition, a 

deeper knowledge of skills, tactics and strategies evolve because there is interaction 

between students.

• personal skills – because the PE department provides opportunities to socialise and have 

fun with other team members.

• responsibility – because they become more skilful when given responsibility. Many students 

enjoy the freedom of being able to make decisions without the teacher’s input; as a result, 

students become more able to manage themselves and others.

• leadership – because through leading activities they learn to develop leadership skills. 

Where can you find out further information?

Contact Mrs K O’Sullivan - Lead Teacher of PE or Mr M Gould - PE Teacher
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Option 

Subjects

Art

Business

Creative I-media

Design Technology

Geography

Health and Social Care

History

Photography

Religious Studies

Separate Sciences

BTEC Sport



GCSE Fine Art 
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Option Subject – OCR J171

What you will learn

GCSE Fine Art gives you experience of a wide variety of materials, processes and skills 

using both traditional and contemporary media. You will develop critical, analytical and 

problem-solving skills through studying art work from different times and places. You will 

use this to develop your own individual pieces of art.

How you will be assessed

Unit 1: Fine Art Portfolio (60% of the qualification)

Portfolio - a collection of work based on a theme set by your teacher. This is produced 

during Year 10 and term one of Year 11.

You will produce a project based on celebrating culture, students have the option to 

interpret how they wish with potential interpretations around sport, music, dance etc. You 

will research ideas on the internet, collect information about your chosen artists’ styles 

and analyse their work. You will be expected to experiment with a range of materials and 

techniques and show development of your ideas. Your research work will be presented in 

a folder. You will then produce a final piece based on your research.

Unit 2: OCR set Task  (40% of the qualification)  

Set Task - a collection of work based on a theme set by OCR. The paper will come into 

school at the start of the Spring term of Year 11.

You will be given 5 themes set by OCR. You will select one starting point. You will research 

ideas, collect information about artists’ styles and analyse their work. You will be expected 

to experiment with a range of materials and techniques and show development of your 

ideas. Your research work will be presented in a folder. You will use the knowledge and 

skills developed through your coursework to help you explore a range of ideas around 

your chosen theme and prepare for a final piece.

You will then produce your final piece in 10 hours, in a supervised classroom environment. 

This is done over 2 days in the art room.

What can you do at the end of the course?

The course provides excellent preparation for higher study and employment in the jobs 

which require imagination, artistic skills and problem solving. You may also choose to 

continue to develop your artistic skills as a hobby and many people find creative pursuits 

relaxing and rewarding.

Where can you find out further information?

Contact Mr S Cook - Lead Teacher of Art and Photography



GCSE Business
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Option Subject – OCR 

What you will learn
When you leave school you may be working for a business or other organisation. After studying 

Business you will have an insight into just how businesses operate, including how to set up a 

business of your own. 

This is a practical course, using real businesses as examples.  You will learn skills to help you in 

decision making and be one step ahead in understanding how businesses operate. 

The GCSE Business specification covers:

• Marketing, including advertising, development of products, setting the best price. 

• Recruitment, including how businesses get the right staff and keep them working well. 

• Business structures, including the different ways to set up a business. 

• Finance, including how businesses get the money to set up and operate and how they make 

a profit. 

• Business operations, including how businesses produce the things we buy. 

• Influences on businesses, including the environment and how many businesses are 

operating around the world. 

How you will be assessed

Your assessment will take place at the end of the course in Y11 when you will sit two exam papers. 

Business Paper 1: 1 hours 30 mins (50% of the qualification)

Business Paper 2: 1 hour 30 mins (50% of the qualification)

There is no controlled assessment.   Some questions will be multiple choice, some will be 

extended writing to test your ability to explain why you made a particular decision. 

What can you do at the end of the course?

You will have the knowledge to help you set up a business on your own.

The skills you learn such as evaluation and problem solving will be useful in a number of other 

subjects.

GCSE Business provides a strong base for progression to further education, it is a good stepping 

stone for you in A Level subjects especially in economics, accountancy and of course A Level 

Business.  

You will be able to understand the business world which you will enter after finishing school/ 

collage/university.

Where can you find out further information?
Visit the OCR website or please contact Miss V Wheeldon - Teacher of Business



Creative iMedia
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Option Subject – OCR National  

What you will learn  

Digital Media is a key part of many areas of our everyday lives and vital to the UK 

economy. Production of digital media products is a requirement of almost every business 

so there is a huge demand for a skilled and digitally literate workforce. This qualification 

will help students develop specific and transferable skills such as research, planning, and 

review, working with others and communicating creative concepts. The qualification’s 

hands-on approach has a strong relevance to the way young people use the technology 

required in creative media.  

Unit RO93: Creative iMedia in the Media Industry. Students will learn about how to plan 

pre-production effectively including understanding of client requirements and reviewing 

pre-production briefs. This unit provides excellent transferable skills such as project 

planning which will be useful in a wide variety of contexts.

Unit R094: Visual Identity and Digital Graphics  Digital graphics and visual identity are a 

key part of most digital products and this unit will help students learn how to edit 

graphics for the creative and digital media sector.  

Unit RO97: Interactive Digital Media   This unit enables students to understand the basics 

of creating multipage products. Students will use their creativity to combine components 

to create a functional, intuitive and aesthetically pleasing interactive digital media product 

against a client brief.  

How you will be assessed 

This qualification consists of three units which each contribute to the final mark for this 

course. 25% of the marks from R094 Visual Identity and Digital Graphics, 35% of the 

marks from R097 Interactive Digital Media and 40% of the marks from R093 Creative 

iMedia in the Media industry. 

Unit RO93: Creative iMedia in the Media Industry. This theory unit is externally assessed 

through an OCR set and marked 1 hour 30 minute exam. Students will sit the exam at the 

end of Year 11.  

Unit R094 and RO97  All of these units are controlled assessed tasks that are moderated 

by OCR. Unit RO94 will be completed in Year 10, R097 completed during Year 11.  

What can you do at the end of the course? 

Creative iMedia provides a strong base for progression to further education, whether it is 

on to Level 3 qualifications, apprenticeships or employment.  

Where can you find out further information? 

Visit the OCR website or please contact Mrs K Flowers   - Teacher of Computing and 

Creative iMedia 



GCSE Design and 

Technology 
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Option Subject – Eduqas

What you will learn 

Design and Technology will give you the opportunity to study the processes involved in 

designing new products and the requirements of a design specification. Through research 

and practical activities, learners will understand how market requirements and 

opportunities inform client briefs and will use practical skills such as drawing, computer 

modelling and product making to communicate design ideas. This will allow them to 

develop a wide range of transferable skills for future education, work and life.

How you will be assessed

The course consists of one external 2 hour exam which is taken at the end of Year 11, this 

equates to 50% of the overall grade and one piece of Design and Make coursework worth 

50% of the final grade.

Coursework —Internally assessed coursework (50%) including Math. 

Exam — 2 hours. Externally assessed (50% ) including 15% Math. 

Coursework 

A sustained design and make task, based on a contextual challenge set by WJEC, 

assessing candidates ability to identify, investigate and outline design possibilities. Design 

and make prototypes and analyse and evaluate design decisions and wider issues in 

design and technology. Students are required to identify a “need” or problem to solve and 

then design and make a product to provide a solution to the problem. 

Written exam 

A mix of short answers, structured and extended writing questions assessing candidates’ 

knowledge and understanding of: technical principals, designing and making principles 

along with the ability to analyse and evaluate design decisions and wider issues in design 

and technology. The paper is split into section A for core knowledge and section B for in-

depth knowledge and understanding of Timbers.  The exam also includes up to 15% 

Math.

What can you do at the end of the course?

The course provides excellent preparation for further practical study for those wishing to 

have career in the Design Industry such as product design, graphic design, fashion, 

illustration/book design, engineering, carpentry, architecture, computer graphics, interior 

design or teaching.

Where can you find out further information?

Contact Mrs Godley - Lead Teacher of Technology



GCSE Geography 
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Option Subject – Eduqas C112QS 

What you will learn

GCSE Geography gives you a real, in-depth understanding of the world we live in. You will 

develop critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills through issue-based 

geographical enquiries. The specification provides coverage of physical, environmental and 

human aspects of the subject and the linkages that exist between them. 

The course consists of three themes: 

Theme 1: Changing Places - Changing Economies 

Theme 2: Changing Environments 

Theme 3: Environmental Challenges

How you will be assessed

Unit 1: Investigating Geographical Issues (30%) 

Written Exam Paper: 1 hour 45 minutes

Three compulsory structured questions, one from Theme 1, Theme 2 and Theme 3. The 

final part of each question will require an extended response.

Unit 2: Problem Solving Geography (30%) 

Written Exam Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes 

This component will assess content from across the themes using a variety of structured 

data response questions. 

Part A will introduce an issue and set the geographical context.

Part B will outline a number of possible solutions to the issue.

Part C will provide an opportunity for the candidates to choose a solution and justify their 

choice in an extended response.

Unit 3: Applied Fieldwork Enquiry (30%) 

Written Exam Paper: 1 Hour 30 minutes

A written examination in three parts using a variety of structured data response questions 

some of which will require extended responses.

Part A will assess approaches to fieldwork methodology, representation and analysis.

Part B will assess how field work enquiry may be used to investigate geography’s 

conceptual frameworks.

Part C will assess the application of broad geographical concepts to a wider UK context 

and assess the ability to make and justify a decision.

What can you do at the end of the course?

The course provides excellent preparation for higher study and employment in the field of 

Geography.

Where can you find out further information?

Contact Miss H Carpenter - Lead Teacher of Geography



BTEC Health & Social Care  
Option Subject – Pearson Edexcel

What you will learn 

Through investigation of a range of services and organisations, Health and Social Care gives you 

opportunities to understand aspects of personal development. You will develop a critical and  

analytical approach to problem solving within the health, social care and early years sectors. You will 

examine issues which affect the nature and quality of human life, including an appreciation of 

diversity and cultural issues. 

How you will be assessed

Component 1: Human lifespan development. Internal written assessment, completed in Year 10. This 

contributes to 30% of the overall qualification. In this component, you will study how people grow and 

develop over the course of their life, from infancy to adulthood, this includes PIES development and 

the different factors that may affect this. An individual’s development can be affected by major life 

events, such as marriage, parenthood or moving to a new house and you will learn about how people 

adapt to these changes, as well as the types and sources of support that can help them. You will 

develop transferable skills, such as written communication skills to support your progression to Level 

2 or 3 vocational or academic qualifications. 

Component 2: Health and social care services and values. Internal written assessment, completed in 

Year 11. This contributes to 30% of the overall qualification. In this component, you will study health 

and social care services and how they meet the needs of real service users. You will look at the 

different types of services available to people and why they access them at different times of their 

lives. This component will give you an understanding of health and social care services and will help 

you to understand the skills, attributes and values that are common across the sector (some of which 

are transferable to other sectors that involve interactions with clients or customers).

Component 3: Health and well being. Externally marked 2 hour examination, 40% of the overall 

qualification. This exam is taken at the end of the course in Year 11. In this component, you will explore 

the factors that can have a positive or negative influence on a person’s health and wellbeing. You will 

learn to interpret physiological and lifestyle indicators and what they mean for a person’s state of 

health. You will learn how this information is used to recommend appropriate actions for improving a 

person’s health and wellbeing. Additionally, you will explore the difficulties an individual may face 

when trying to make these changes. 

What can you do at the end of the course?

Health and Social Care is one of the fastest growing sectors in the UK with demand for both health 

and social care employees continuously rising.  This course provides excellent preparation for higher 

study and employment in the field of Health and Social Care, including childcare, care of the elderly 

and nursing. 

Where can you find out further information?

Contact Mrs H Wilson - Teacher of Health and Social Care
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GCSE History 
Option Subject – Pearson Edexcel 1H10

What you will learn 

Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1) History is an exciting course that will fire learners’ enthusiasm for studying 

history. It encourages learners to become curious, to develop their own opinions based on a respect for 

evidence, and to build a deeper understanding of the present by engaging with and questioning the 

past. The specification is based on content which helps learners to address fundamental issues in 

human history. It brings together people, events and issues that learners will find fascinating and that 

will stimulate a desire to explore the similarities and differences between people’s lives in the past and 

their own lives now. 

In Year 10, you will start the course by studying Anglo-Saxon and Norman England. Explore Saxon 

society. Choose who deserves to be the next King of England. Battle it out to understand the events of 

Hastings in 1066. Learn how to dominate a country, and fight off rebels. See how England was changed 

forever.

You will then cross the Atlantic and enter the American West. Find out if all those cowboy films are 

correct and how ‘wild’ the west really was. Discover how native Americans survived the harsh conditions 

of the Plains, and how a discovery of gold in a small river in California was felt around the world. See the 

immense efforts people went to, to settle the west, and destroy a people’s culture.

In Year 11, you study the development of medicine in Britain from 1250 to the present day. From the 

Black Death and its curious cures, to injecting yourself with someone else’s oozing pus. From rebuilding 

the faces of soldiers blown apart by war, to understanding the human genome. This topic covers all the 

changes and continuities in medicine right up to the present day, and you might even learn how to 

amputate a limb!

Finally, we will be looking at Weimar and Nazi Germany. Delve into the depths of this fascinating part of 

the 20th century; understanding how the problems of interwar Europe gave the Nazis the chance to 

dominate Deutschland. See how life changed for ordinary Germans, and how the Nazi’s relentlessly 

persecuted the Jewish population. Terror, propaganda, and the steady march to the world’s most 

destructive war.

How you will be assessed

Paper 1: Medicine in Britain - 1 hour 20 minutes

Paper 2: The American West and Anglo-Saxon and Norman England - 1 hour 50 minutes

Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany - 1 hour 30 minutes

What can you do at the end of the course?

The course provides many transferable skills that can be used for further study and come in useful in 

the world of work. Forming arguments, assessing evidence, justifying decisions, and writing essays, 

means that this course can complement many A level choices, and can be particularly useful for those 

wanting to study law, journalism, politics and the humanities.

Where can you find out further information?

Contact Miss Joyce — Lead Teacher of History
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GCSE Religious Studies 
(Philosophy and Ethics) 

Option Subject – AQA

What you will learn 

GCSE Religious Studies encourages students to explore life’s big questions and engage in thoughtful 

discussions about morality, philosophy, and religion. It helps develop critical thinking, communication, 

and analytical skills, providing a strong foundation for future studies and careers. Students will be 

challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose, and truth, enabling them to develop 

their own attitudes towards religious issues. They will also gain an appreciation of how religion, 

philosophy, and ethics form the basis of our culture.

The course covers a range of the major world religions, six contemporary ethical themes, and two 

textual studies. The key areas of study include:

• Arguments for the Existence and Non-Existence of God

• Life Issues – including ethical perspectives on animal rights, the environment, abortion, and 

euthanasia

• Relationships and Families – covering sex, contraception, marriage, gender ethics, and family 

structures

• Crime and Punishment – examining justice, different forms of punishment, and debates on the death 

penalty

• Peace and Conflict – exploring war, protest, terrorism, weapons of mass destruction, and peace-

making efforts

• Human Rights and Social Justice – addressing issues such as discrimination, wealth inequality, and 

freedom of expression

• Study of Religions: Christianity and Islam – investigating core beliefs, teachings, and the role of 

religion in the modern world

How you will be assessed

Paper 1: Study of Religions (50%) Written Exam Paper: 1 hour 45 minutes

• Assesses knowledge of religious beliefs and practices

• Requires students to explain ideas using sources of wisdom and authority

• Develops skills in constructing well-reasoned arguments

Paper 2: Thematic Studies (50%) Written Exam Paper: 1 hour 45 minutes

• Explores ethical and philosophical approaches to contemporary issues

• Evaluates different viewpoints using religious teachings and ethical reasoning

• Encourages critical analysis and debate

What can you do at the end of the course?

This course provides excellent preparation for further study and employment. The critical thinking and 

analytical skills gained from studying Philosophy & Ethics are highly valued by universities and 

employers across a range of fields, including law, medicine, social services, journalism, business, 

humanitarian work, and education.

Where can you find out further information?

Contact Mr Robson – Teacher of Philosophy & Religious Studies
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GCSE Separate Sciences 
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Option Subject – AQA 8461 8462 8463

What you will learn

Separate Science is a pathway that will best suit more able students wanting to take 

Biology, Chemistry or Physics at AS / A2 level because it is a pathway that will encourage 

learners to:

• develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding of biology, chemistry 

and physics;

• develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science, through 

different types of scientific enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions 

about the world around them;

• develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and problem-

solving skills;

• develop their ability to evaluate claims based on science through critical analysis of 

the methodology, evidence and conclusions. 

This option is open to students who have achieved an overall ‘secure’ report grade 

throughout their science studies. 

How you will be assessed

You will sit six examinations at the end of Year 11 

Biology Paper 1 - 1 hour 45 minutes 

Biology Paper 2 - 1 hour 45 minutes

Chemistry Paper 1 - 1 hour 45 minutes 

Chemistry Paper 2 - 1 hour 45 minutes 

Physics Paper 1 - 1 hour 45 minutes 

Physics Paper 2 - 1 hour 45 minutes 

What can you do at the end of the course?

Achieving Grade 6+ in Biology, Chemistry and Physics will definitely allow you to access 

Level 3 Science qualifications.

Where can you find out further information?

Contact Mr C Banyard  - Head of Science



GCSE Spanish
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Option Subject – AQA 8698F

What you will learn

GCSE Spanish encourages you to derive enjoyment and benefit from language learning and 

helps you to recognise that your linguistic knowledge, understanding and skills help you 

take your place in a multilingual global society. It also provides you with a suitable basis for 

further study and practical use of the language. Everything that you have studied so far will 

be needed for GCSE. The nine topics that you will study include Popular Culture; Lifestyle; 

Customs and Traditions; Home and Locality; Countries where the language is spoken; 

Global Sustainability; Current Study; Media and Technology, Jobs and Future Plans. 

GCSE Spanish will enable you to:

• develop understanding of the language in a variety of contexts and knowledge of the 

language and language learning skills

• develop the ability to communicate effectively in Spanish and awareness and 

understanding of countries and communities where Spanish is spoken.

How you will be assessed

The GCSE is assessed via exams in listening, reading, speaking and writing taken at the end 

of the course in the summer of Year 11.

Unit 1: Listening - Foundation paper, 35 minutes; Higher paper, 45 minutes

Unit 2: Speaking - 1 speaking exam conducted with your class teacher, 9-12 mins

Unit 3: Reading - Foundation paper, 45 minutes; Higher paper, 1 hour

Unit 4: Writing - Foundation paper, 1 hour; Higher paper, 1 hour 15 minutes

All of these exams have the option of a higher or foundation tier depending on your target 

grade, and each of the four components above comprises 25% of the final mark.

What can you do at the end of the course?

GCSE Spanish counts towards the EBACC qualification, which is regarded as an advantage 

when applying to some of the country’s best universities.

The course provides excellent preparation for studying further languages as well as for 

higher study and employment, with many employers looking very favourably on potential 

employees with a language qualification. Apart from the obvious ones - translation, 

interpreting, secretarial work, diplomatic work, travel and tourism, journalism, teaching etc. 

there are very few careers in which knowledge of a language is not useful and potentially 

financially rewarding in an increasingly globalised world.

Where can you find out further information?

Contact Mr D Nolan - Lead Teacher of Spanish



BTEC Sport

32

Option Subject – Pearson Edexcel

What you will learn

BTEC Sport gives you the opportunity to learn how the body works and how this impacts 

performance. The course also focuses on knowledge of the rules of sports, performance analysis 

and gives every student the opportunity to be a sports leader—essential skills for your career 

development. The purpose of the course is to give you a wider understanding and appreciation of 

health related exercise and sport.

How you will be assessed

Component 1 – Preparing participants to take part in sport and physical activity fitness for sport 

and exercise. This component is assessed through non-exam internal assessment. In this unit you 

will:

• Explore types and provision of sport and physical activity for different types of participant. 

• Examine equipment and technology required for when taking part in sport and physical activity.

• Be able to prepare participants to take part in sport and physical activity. 

Component 2 – Taking part and improving other participants’ sporting performance. This 

component is assessed through non-exam internal assessment. In this unit you will:

• Understand how different components of fitness are used in different physical activities.

• Be able to participate in sport and understand the roles and responsibilities of officials. 

• Demonstrate ways to improve participants’ sporting techniques. 

Component 3 – Developing fitness to improve other participants’ performance in sport and 

physical activity. This component is assessed through external assessment.  In this unit you will:

• Explore the importance of fitness for sports performance.

• Investigate fitness testing to determine fitness levels. 

• Investigate different training methods. 

• Investigate fitness training programming to improve fitness and sports performance. 

What can you do at the end of the course?
The course provides excellent preparation for further vocational study for those wishing to have a 

career in the sports industry, including in roles such as a PE teacher, a physiotherapist, a sport 

nutritionist, a journalist, a coach, a referee, a gym instructor and any role within the armed forces.

Where can you find out further information?
Contact Mrs K O’Sullivan - Head of  Physical Education



Need Support?
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Do you still have questions?

Do you need some further 

support to help you make the 

right choices?
If you have any questions please email or ask a member of staff to contact 

Mr Hoben
Senior Leader for Ebacc and PSHE
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